and all the volumes that were available have been examined.
The information that can be obtained from the old Infirmary records?both the out-patient registers and the accounts of the patients that were admitted to the beds of the charitable institution?at first appears meagre; but for determining the occurrence of jaundice there is sufficient evidence. In this same 2-year period 2,107 cases of infective hepatitis were notified in Bristol (Bothwell et al., 1963) . Hospital admissions represent (in this century) only a tiny fraction of the incidence of this disease in the community.
This search of the old records was undertaken to provide a historical background for the study of the recent epidemic of infective hepatitis. It is now apparent that similar epidemics may have occurred in the city in the past.
(This paper is drawn from the material for a dissertation, the title of which has been accepted by the University of Bristol for the degree of M.D.)
